Segalas describes the modifications which he has introduced in the mode of applying plastic surgery to cure of openings in the urethra. In a letter, which this surgeon addressed to M. Dieffenbach in 1840, he endeavoured to show that the frequent failure of urethro-plastic operations depended upon the great difficulty experienced in preventing the contact of the urine with the parts which the operator proposes to unite; and that hence the first condition of success was the establishment of a temporary channel for the discharge of the urine through the perineum, by means of a gum-elastic bougie retained in the wound. In the present publication, he more particularly seeks to give additional support to his views by the narration of another (his second) successful case.
To detail all the circumstances of the operation would occupy more space than we can afford; but a few particulars will suffice to make the general nature of M. Segalas' proceeding comprehensible.
The patient, a working shoemaker, aged about 30, had lost a considerable portion of the spongy part of the urethra at the age of six years, the missing part having sloughed away in consequence of the owner having playfully tied up the penis with a string. The entire thickness of the urethra, for about an inch in length, was wanting, when the operation was undertaken ; the urine and semen of course passed by the posterior opening. The portion of urethra lying in front of the hiatus described, was contracted, but perfectly pervious. Here, in fact, as elsewhere, the proper moment for operating is to be determined in individual cases by a variety of circumstances. The practical value of this essay justifies, we trust the reader will admit, the lengthened notice we have bestowed on it.
IV. Essay on the influence of hereditary transmission in the production of nervous irritability, on the diseases which result therefrom, and the means of curing them, by M. E. Gintrac. This paper scarcely admits of analysis. Far from being deficient in evidences of talent and power of observation on the part of its author, it is nevertheless principally distinguished by its tiresome verboseness and its numerous grave disquisitions, wherein points utterly problematical are assumed to be settled beyond the reach of cavil. The paper is one redolent of by-gone days, and a system of reasoning which is, fortunately for the solidity of knowledge, fast losing all influence on those who take any active part in advancing the science of medicine.
It may not be without some sort of interest to the reader to have placed before him a list of various affections depending upon "nervous superexcitement they are arranged as follows by M. Gintrac, in the presumed order of their tendency to acknowledge hereditary influence. In the first series appear suicidal monomania, mania, lypemania (melancholia), and various nervopathioe. In a second, convulsions, epilepsy, hysteria, hypochondria, oenomania (a learned term for habitual drunkenness), palpitation, gastralgia, merycism {id est rumination, an anomaly of the digestive process which has been observed in a few instances in the human subject, and which M. Gintrac refers to the neuroses of the organ). 
